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Winters Police Department

310 S. Main Winters, Texas 79567
ORI TX2000300 TCLEOSE Agency #399203
Phone # 325-754-4424, Dispatch 325-754-4121 Fax 325-754-1145 e-mail winters.police@yahoo.com
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Texas Alcohol Beverage Commission
Attention Captain Hank Blanchard
Enterprise Tower, Suite #1573 Box 55
Abilene, TX 79602

RE: Steve Carnes

Dear Captain Blanchard, 08-17-09

On behalf of the City of Winters Police Department, I wish to express our sincere thanks for the assistance we
have received from Officer Steve Carnes on 08-11-2009 in response to an armed robbery of the Compass Bank
in Winters, TX.

On August 11™, 2009, Tony Johnson committed an armed robbery of the Compass Bank, during which he took
a female teller as hostage at knifepoint and escaped out of the building with a sum of money. Officer Cames
was already in the Winters area and responded to a request to assist one of our officers (Juan Parra) with backup
as Juan made contact with a high-risk subject on an unrelated issue. While giving cover to Officer Parra, the
alarm came in from Compass Bank regarding the armed robbery. Due to the fact our agency is very small, and
only fields one officer at a time on duty, our ability to respond and give aid in this sitnation was greatly
enhanced by the presence of Officer Carnes and his willingness to immediately engage in the situation to give
cover to our responding officer.

Thanks to the quick action and professional conduct of Officer Carnes and Officer Parra, the suspect was
apprehended within a short amount of time, all of the funds were ultimately recovered or accounted for, the
weapon used by the suspect was recovered, and most importantly, the hostage was not physically harmed by the
suspect.

Officer Carnes conducted himself with a high degree of professionalism during this dangerous situation and he
is deserving of recognition. His willingness to assist our agency while passing through our jurisdiction has been
a godsend to our small department and has helped us in the past with both small issues and this significant
incident.

Please pass along my grateful appreciation.

Respectfully,

Nathan T. Johnson
Chief of Police



